Geopersia 2022, 12(1): 89-106
DOI: 10.22059/GEOPE.2021.324799.648618
RESEARCH PAPER

Impact of complex tectonics on the development of geo-pressured
zones: A case study from petroliferous Sub-Himalayan Basin,
Pakistan
Ali Wahid 1,*, Abdur Rauf 1, Syed Haroon Ali 2, JahanzebKhan 1, Muhammad Atif Iqbal 3,
Abdul Haseeb 1
1

Institute of Geology, University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan
Department of Earth Sciences, University of Sargodha, Sargodha, 40100, Pakistan
3
Department of Petroleum Engineering, Curtin University, Australia
2

Received: 31 May 2021, Revised: 25 July 2021, Accepted: 26 August 2021
© University of Tehran

Abstract
In petroliferous basins, integration of regional and local tectonics along with well data is used to
understand the generation of geo-pressured variations in different lithological units. In the last 40 years,
abnormal geo-pressured zones is the main challenge during hydrocarbons drilling in the tectonically
complex Kohat Sub-basin, Sub Himalayas. The trapped fluid in post-Eocene strata generated the overpressure zones and triggered drilling problems. The present study is an integration of data, by use of
regional maps, seismic lines, and formation pressure using Eaton’s equation to understand the possible
causes for the development of geo-pressured zones. Where, regional maps and seismic lines were
employed for deciphering the regional and local tectonics, respectively. Porosity function and Normal
Compaction Trend (NCT) curve were utilized for the identification of abnormal pore pressure zones
(over-pressure and under-pressure zones). Three major stress regimes were interpreted. The results show
that the mechanism of over-pressure zones developed as a combination of effective horizontal stresses,
lithological variations and rapid sedimentation. The Normal Compaction Trend (NCT) line and porosity
function indicated that the 1st and 2nd stress regime consists of major abnormal geo-pressured zones.
Therefore, it is concluded that these stress regimes experienced more overburden pressure and fracture
pressure. Consequently, it is suggested that the results of geo-pressure estimation from this work could
be used for the appropriate mud weight during drilling in analogous tectonic settings..
Keywords: Tectonics, Abnormal Pore Pressure, Overburden Pressure, Fracture Pressure, Basin
Analysis.

Introduction
The occurrence of overburden or over-pressure zones affects drilling success and reservoir
depletion procedures (Leila et al., 2021; Radwan et al., 2020; Sen et al., 2020; Wang & Wang,
2015). There are many factors that generate abnormal geo-pressured zones in subsurface
formations. The tectonic stresses can be one of the major causes of abnormal pore pressure
development. Here, the horizontal stresses generate the tectonic forces and produce abnormal
geo-pressured zones (Nwonodi & Dosunmu, 2021; Zhang et al., 2020; Brahma & Sircar, 2018;
Huffman, 2002).
The seismic lines and wireline well log dataset can be used to determine the geo-pressured
zones (Bashir et al., 2020, 2021a; Radwan et al., 2019; Haris et al., 2018; Mukerjiet et al., 2002).
* Corresponding author e-mail: ali.wahid@ajku.edu.pk
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This research is based on the interpretation of regional and local faults in various stress regimes.
Impact on geo-pressure development is interpreted by integrating regional maps and seismic
sections. Here, the geo-pressure investigation includes the determination of pore pressure,
overburden pressure and fracture pressure by using well logs. The pore pressure or formation
pressure is the pressure of fluids present in the pores of the sedimentary rocks or any other rock
matrix (Zhang et al., 2019; Mouchet & Mitchell, 1989). It is calculated widely by comparing
the neutron, sonic, or resistivity responses of the logs (Bashir et al., 2021b; Gyllenhammar,
2020; Tingay et al., 2009). The normal pore pressure within the sedimentary rocks is called
hydrostatic pressure. The Normal Compaction Trend (NCT) line and porosity function can be
implemented to identify these abnormal geo-pressured zones (Radwan et al., 2019; Zhang,
2011). The NCT line is the linear trend response which is used to interpret the compaction
disequilibrium with depth and is calculated from the sonic or density log (Velázquez-Cruz et
al., 2017; Terzaghi, 1943). The scale and complexity of the NCT slope are greatly influenced
by the structural settings (Radwan et al., 2019). However, the porosity of rocks greatly affects
the pore pressure of fluids in the rock formations. When the rock has enough porosity to
accumulate fluids, the pressure generated by effective stresses in the rock formation could be
over-pressured (Eyinla et al., 2021; Baouche et al., 2020; Zhang, 2011). The abnormal geopressure results in the higher or lower pore pressure than the normal hydrostatic pressure. The
upper boundary of abnormal pore pressure is the fracture pressure and is equivalent to the
minimum horizontal stress (Zhang, 2011).
Previously, in Pakistan, the geo-pressure investigation was concerned with the extent and
over-pressuring during drilling in Potwar Basin (Khan, 2017; Law et al., 1998; Kadri, 1991).
These investigations revealed that tectonic compression and compaction disequilibrium were
the reasons for the geo-pressure generation (Khan, 2017). However, the integration of tectonics
and well data was missing for Kohat Basin. The Kohat Sub-basin is part of the Upper Indus
Basin of Pakistan. It is structurally complex and most of the hydrocarbons are produced from
the structurally trapped reservoirs (Wasim, 2004; Zaidi et al., 2013; Yasin et al., 2021). The
area contains both the carbonates and clastic proven hydrocarbon reservoirs (Ali, 2009a; Khalid
et al., 2012). The basin is highly over-pressured due to compressional tectonics. Abnormal geopressure is the major issue related to drilling (Law et al., 1998; Wahid et al., 2016).
It is difficult to drill these reservoirs as the abnormal geo-pressured zones were encountered
in the post-Eocene rocks (Khan, 2017; Law et al., 1998). Due to this problem, the drilling of
wells remained a difficult task and involved high drilling costs (Erge et al., 2020). The
petroleum industry needs to assess the abnormal geo-pressured zones before drilling the
hydrocarbon reservoirs. Moreover, it could help to overcome the drilling problems like kicks,
blowouts and mud losses (Abdali et al., 2021).
Hence, a detailed study on the geological impact including the tectonic and effective stresses
for the generation of abnormal geo-pressure in the Kohat Sub-basin was needed. Therefore, this
study will help to investigate and identify the major compressive stresses. The overburden
pressure, fracture pressure and abnormal pore pressure which are responsible for the generation
of geo-pressured zones in the study area. The formations that experienced the fracture pressure
are assumed to be having tensile failure (Zhang, 2011). The hydrostatic pressure exceeds the
shear strength of the formation, it will start cracking and results in mud loss during drilling.
This geo-pressure investigation will be helpful in wellbore stability and drill pipe stuck issues
by determining pore pressure and fracture gradient in the area of interest.
The aims of this paper are the following:
1. To delineate the rule of regional and local tectonics by regional maps and seismic data.
2. To identify the abnormal pore pressure zones (over-pressure and under-pressure zones) using
the porosity function and NCT curve.
3. To measure quantitative abnormal pore pressure zones using Eaton’s equation.
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Geological Setting
Geologically, the Kohat Sub-basin is bounded by the Salt Range Thrust (SRT)/Trans-Indus
Range to south, Main Boundary Thrust (MBT) to north, dextral strike-slip Kalabagh Fault (KF)
to the east and Kurram-Parachinar Range to the west (Ali et al.,2021; Ghazi et al.,2020; Yasin
et al.,2020; Ghazi et al.,2015; Ali, 2009a). Due to the Indian-Eurasian plate collision, the
Himalayan mountain belt was formed and this area became extensively deformed (Ahmed et
al., 2020, Yasin et al., 2020; Ali, 2009b). This deformation was due to the horizontal stresses
acting from south and north because of the Indian and Eurasian plates movement, respectively
(Baig and Lawrence, 1987). It is assumed that these major stress regimes in sedimentary
sequences of the Kohat Sub-basin are responsible for the generation of abnormal geo-pressured
zones. The area of interest is comprised of different formations from Permian up to recent age.
In which, post-Eocene, Murree Formation and Kamlial Formation (Rawalpindi Group) were
deposited in Miocene (Abbasii and Khan, 1990). The Chinji Formation, Nagri Formation and
Dhok Pathan Formation are of Pliocene. The Quaternary Alluvium was deposited during the
Pleistocene (Shah, 2009). Particularly, the abnormal geo-pressured zones are encountered at
the post-Eocene Rawalpindi group and Siwaliks (Javed et al., 2021; Kadri, 1991) in the region.
These formations consist of conglomerate, sandstone, siltstone and shale deposits in fluvial
environments, in response to the southward advancing Himalayan thrusting (Law et al., 1998).
As a result of the collision, the three distinct stress regimes (Fig. 1) have evolved in the
Himalayan foreland fold and thrust belt (Ahmed et al., 2020; Law et al., 1998). The 1st stress
regime was the time of the pre-collision of the Eurasian and Indian plates. The Eocene (50 mya)
was considered as the geological time for the development of this stress regime. During this
time the Indian plate moved towards the north and the Main Mantle Thrust was developed
(Treloar et al., 1989). The early Miocene (13 mya) was the 2nd stress regime that formed the
Main Boundary Thrust in the region (Zeitler et al., 1981). Due to this stress regime, the tectonic
deformation was shifted to the Main Boundary Thrust in the south. The Pliocene (0.5 mya) is
considered as the time of 3rd stress regime generation. During this time the early Pleistocene
formations were thrust and exposed on the surface (Lisa et al., 2004).
Based on the literature, it is assumed that the area of interest is highly disturbed in terms of
tectonics. The thrust faults are exposed at the surface. To comprehend the major subsurface
faults, the surface map of the study area was generated (After Meissner et al., 1970). The
following thrust faults, namely Dartapi Fault (DTF), Krapa Fault (KF), Muslimabad Fault
(MAF), Nandraki Fault (NRF), Shakardara Fault (SF), Braghzbada Fault (BBF), Bab-eShakardara (BSF), Nari Banda Faults (NBF), Tola Bangi Khel Fault (TBTKF) and Chorlaki
Fault (CF) were digitized (Fig. 2).
Materials and methods
The research is based on two wells namely, Chanda Deep-01 and Chanda-02, which are situated
at Chanda Oil Field, eastern Kohat Sub-basin (Fig. 1). To determine the tectonics impact on the
development of geo-pressure, the regional and local tectonics were studied by integrating
regional maps (modified after Meissner et al., 1974) and seismic sections (Fig. 2). About six
2D seismic lines (Fig. 2), dipping towards the north were interpreted for the investigation of
local tectonics. The interpretation of the dipping seismic lines helped to interpret the type of
faults and their trends in the subsurface. The maximum and minimum horizontal and vertical
stresses were also calculated by using the equation (2) and equation (6). These calculations
were utilized to find major effective stresses and their influence on the generation of
compressional tectonics in the region. The pressure induced by the overburden of rocks
vertically is determined by using equation (1).
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Sev = ρb х Depth х 0.433 (Opara et al., 2018) (1)
Where, Sev = Vertical stress, D = Depth, 0.433 = Conversion factor from g/cm3 to psi/ft, ρb=
the bulk density directly taken from density log.
To find out the horizontal stresses, the Poisson's ratio, shear wave and compressional wave
velocities were calculated. The horizontal stresses (Seh) at any depth were calculated (Paul et
al., 2010) by using equation (2). Whereas, equation (3), equation (4), and equation (5) were
used to calculate the Poisson's ratio (Karakan, 2009; Gatenset al., 1990) and shear and
compressional wave velocities (Greenberg and Castagna, 1992), respectively.

Figure 1. The regional tectonics map of northern Pakistan. The green circle shows the study area which
is located in Kohat Sub-basin NNW of the dextral Kalabagh Fault. The study area is bounded by Main
Boundary Thrust to north and west, The Kalabagh fault (dextral strike-slip fault) is in the east which
runs north-south and the Surghar Range to the south. The 1st stress regime showing by light pink color,
2nd stress regime showing by dark pink color and 3rd stress regime showing by red color. It is assumed
that the major stresses acting on the study area are majorly due to the 3rd stress regime. (Modified after
Lisa et al., 2004; Baig& Lawrence 1987)
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(Seh) = [(γ / (1 – γ)] * Sev
(2)
(3)
γ = (1/2(Vp/Vs)*2-1)/ ((Vp/Vs)*2-1)
(4)
Vs (km/s) = (0.77*Vp-0.867)
Vp (km/s) = ((10^3)/ (ΔT *3.28))
(5)
Where, Seh= Horizontal Stress, γ= Poisson’s ratio, Sev= Vertical stresses, Vp= Compressional
wave velocity, Vs= Shear wave velocity, and ΔT= sonic log.
The effective vertical stresses were calculated (Zhang, 2013; Terzaghi et al., 1996; Terzaghi,
1943) by using equation (6) in the study area.
SVeff= Sev– PP
(6)
Where, SVeff= effective Vertical stresses, Sev= Vertical stresses (Overburden stresses), PP=
Pore pressure.
The vertical effective stresses are the difference between the overburden and pore pressure.
Therefore, the assessed effective stress is also used for the pore pressure generation profile in
the study area. The Normal Compaction Trend (NCT) line and porosity function were used for
the identification of over-pressure zones (Zhang, 2013; Zhang, 2011). The NCT line was
generated by using Eaton’s sonic transit time for the over-pressure zones investigation. The
zones where the transit time is high and experienced more compaction. The NCT line remains
hydrostatic until the abnormal pore pressure influences the line. The Zhang (2011), equation (7)
was used to find out the NCT line by using the sonic log.
(7)
Δݐn =Δ݉ݐ+ (Δݐmud line−Δݐmatrix) ݁−ܿd
Where, Δtn= Sonic transit time (µs/ft) at the depth of interest, Δtmud line= Transit Time (150
µs/ft) in Mudline, Δtmatrix= Transit Time (70 µs/ft) in Shale matrix, C= Compaction constant
(0.0003 for sandstone, 0.0005 for shale, 0.0006 for limestone and 0.0004 for dolomite).

Figure 2. The surface tectonics and structural map of the study area (Kohat Sub-basin) having major
and minor thrust and back thrust faults with repeated anticlines and synclines (Modified after Meissner
et al., 1974)
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The NCT line was generated based on lithological distributions of different zones. For this
purpose, equation (8) and equation (9) was used to measure the gamma-ray index (Wahid et al.,
2016; Salim et al., 2015) and shale volume respectively.
IGR = (GRrecorded– Grclean) / (GRshale – Grclean)
(8)
(9)
Vshale = (IGR / 3.00-2.00 × IGR)
Where, IGR = Gamma-ray log Index, GR recorded = Reading of gamma-ray log at zone of
interest, GRclean = Carbonates or sandstone zone reading of GR log, GRshale = Shale zone reading
of GR log.VShale= Shale volume.
For the porosity estimation, equation (10) was used to find the sonic porosity (Yu et al., 2018;
Wyllie et al., 1958), whereas, equation (11) was used to calculate the density porosity (Wahid
et al., 2016; Hilchie, 1978) of available well logs. Both porosities were integrated to estimate
the average porosity by using the equation (12).
∆Φsonic = (ΔTlog-ΔTma) / (ΔTfl -ΔTma)
(10)
(11)
ρΦ = (ρm-ρb (log)) / (ρm-ρf)
(12)
Φav= Φρ +∆Φsonic /2
Hence, the intensities difference in the uncased borehole penetrated well were calculated by
utilizing the density log recording gamma dispersion emitted from a source. The backscattering
amount relied on a broad number of formations. The density log was not available in the upper
part of the well so the equation (13) was used to extrapolate the density log into the upper
intervals (Rana and Chandrashekhar, 2015).
(13)
ߩe= ߩml + A0 (TVD − AG) ߙ
Where, Φav= Average porosity, Φρ = Density Porosity, ∆Φsonic = Sonic Porosity, ΔT = Sonic
Travel Time in rock formation, ΔTma =Sonic Travel time in matrix, ΔTfl = Sonic Travel Time
in fluid, ρΦ= Density Porosity, ρm = Density of matrix, ρb= Bulk density derived from density
log, ρf = Fluid density, ρe= Extrapolated density, ρml= Normal ground level density (usually 2
gcc), AG= Air gap (Height of rig floor from ground), TVD= True Vertical Depth (ft), A0 and
α= Fitting parameters.
For the estimation of geo-pressured zones, the hydrostatic pressure, pore pressure, fracture
gradient and overburden pressure curves were calculated. Equation (14) was used to generate
the hydrostatic/normal pressure curve (Donaldson et al., 2002).
ρh=ɣw*h
(14)
Where ρh= hydrostatic pressure, ɣw= specific weight of water, h= height of a column of water.
The equation (15) from Eaton’s sonic method (Eaton, 1975; Zhang, 2013) was used for the
estimation of pore pressure in the study area.
(15)
Pp= Sev − (Sev − ρh) (Δtn/Δt) X
Where, Pp= Pore pressure, Sev= Effective stresses, ρh= Hydrostatic pressure, Δtn= Sonic
transit time (µs/ft) at particular zone, Δt= Sonic log reading from sonic log (µs/ft), X= Eaton’s
exponent.
The equation (16) from Eaton’s sonic method (Zhang, 2013; Eaton, 1975) was used for the
estimation of fracture gradient in the study area.
FG= (γ / (1 – γ) *(Sev-Pp) +Pp
(16)
Where, FG=Fracture gradient, γ= Poisson’s ratio, Sev = Overburden pressure gradient, Pp=
Pore pressure.
Results and Discussion
Regional Tectonic Setting
The regional tectonics was interpreted by digitizing the major and minor thrust and back thrust
faults in the study area (Fig. 2). The DTF is the northward dipping thrust fault with ENE-WSW.
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It plunges the Eocene rocks over the Late Miocene Chinji Formation. The Eocene rocks were
thrusted over Kamlial Formation by a northward dipping KF thrust fault. This fault is located
on the north-western side of the area of interest. The east to west trending MAF is the backthrust fault and plunge the Jatta Gypsum above the Kamlial Formation. In the north, the east to
west orientated NRF fault thrusts the Jatta Gypsum above the Kamlial Formation. In the central
part of the study area, the SF fault is existing which trend towards the east to west and north to
south. To the east of the area, this fault thrusts the Eocene rocks over the Nagri Formation,
while the Kamlial Formation is on top of the Chinji Formation is in the middle. The BBF is an
ENE–WSW-oriented thrust fault. It is a high-angle exposed fault on the surface and is in the
middle of study area. An anticline exists in its west, in which the Chinji Formation is exposed
towards the limb and Kamlial Formation in the core. The NBF and BSF are the splays of SF
and developed in its north. These faults thrusted the Jatta Gypsum on top of the Kamlial
Formation. The dextral strike-slip KLF is located in the south. The TBTK is the east to west
trending fault present in the southwest and thrusted the Nagri Formation on top of the Dhok
Pathan Formation. The KLF is orienting towards north to south and has a huge tectonic impact
in the area (Fig. 2). It is present in the steeply dipping Nagri Formation. The CF and TBKF
faults are kinematically linked with the KLF. The Banda Lakhoni Syncline is a plunging
syncline having Nagri Formation in the core and Chinji Formation in the limbs. The Dhok
Pathan Formation at the core and the Nagri Formation at the limbs of the Tangai Banda Syncline
are exposed in the northeastern part of the area. In the Ziarat Banda Syncline, the Nagri
Formation is in the limbs, whereas, the Dhok Pathan Formation is deposited in the core (Fig.
2). It is interpreted that the synclines and anticlines are present in the area of interest, in which
the faults are cutting the anticline limbs due to compressional tectonics.
Tectonic and Effective Stress Analysis
The two seismic lines were interpreted in this paper to understand the tectonic conditions in the
study area. For this purpose, the north-south oriented seismic dip line FF’ was interpreted and
a cross-section of the line was generated (Fig. 3C). In the subsurface, the Narai Banda Fault
(NB) thrusted from the Palaeocene to Recent formations towards the north. The Palaeocene and
Miocene rocks were interpreted towards the hanging wall, whereas, the Eocene and Kamlial
Formations were deposited at the footwall. This fault is high angle dipping from south to north.
The Shakardara Fault (SF) is cutting the seismic line FF’ from the center, which thrusted the
Palaeocene to Eocene rocks and further Eocene to Miocene rocks. It is dipping from north to
south and cut the bottom in Cretaceous rocks, which is a low angle back thrust fault (Fig. 3C).
The back-thrust fault thrusted the Permian rocks over Triassic and Triassic to the Jurassic rocks.
The same low angle back thrust fault also runs parallel to Fault 1 which cuts the Shakardara
Fault (SF) in Cretaceous rocks (Fig. 3C). The BSF fault is also a high angle thrust fault situated
parallel to the BBF fault towards the southeast to northwest. These faults thrusted the strata
upward from Jurassic to Pliocene. The Palaeocene Formations thrusted over the Miocene
Formations including the Murree and Kamlial Formation as well as the Pliocene strata of Chinji
and Nagri Formations. The thrusting of the formations to the northwest direction also takes
place from Jurassic to Recent strata. The splays of the NBF cut the SF in Jurassic strata. The
NBF thrust the Palaeocene rocks over the Pliocene rocks on the western side of the line FF’.
Some of the other faults such as Chorlaki Fault (CF) and Tola Bandi Khel Fault (TBTKF) thrust,
the formations below the Eocene in the northeast direction (Fig. 3C).Further, another seismic
line CC’ is also trending from north to south. The seismic line was directed across the strike of
the major faults exposed on the surface (Fig. 2). In the north, the northward dipping Chorlaki
Fault (CF) fault is the main thrust fault which dipped over the Cretaceous rocks and the
Palaeocene rocks (Fig. 4C).
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Figure 3. a) Base map of seismic lines,b) uninterested FF’ seismic line,c) the cross-section of interpreted
seismic line FF’ having both thrust and back thrust faults. The Narai Banda Fault (NBF), Shakardara
Fault), Dartapi Fault (DTF), Bab-e-Shakardara Fault (BSF) and Brazghbanda Fault (BBF) are dipping
towards the north. The back thrust faults are dipping towards the north-south

The hanging wall formations (Palaeocene and Miocene) in the north were thrusted over the
footwall strata towards the south, which consist of the Eocene and Kamlial Formation. The two
subsurface parallel splay faults are also interpreted that were dipping towards the south. These
back-thrust splays pushed the formations towards the north (Fig. 4C). The NBF thrust fault is
present at the center of the seismic line CC’ and dipping towards the north. On the southern
side, the SF was dipping northward and thrusted the Cretaceous rocks over the Eocene rocks.
Moreover, the Palaeocene rocks plunged over the Miocene rocks which further thrusted over
the Chinji Formation. The Bab-e-Shakardara Fault (BSF) is a high-angle fault dipping
northward and thrusted the Paleocene rocks over the Kamlial Formation (Fig. 4C).
The interpreted seismic lines showed that the area was extensively deformed having thrust
and back thrust faults (Figs. 3 and 4). These deformations were due to compressive stresses
propagated from north to south in response to the impact of the Eurasian and Indian plates (Fig.
1). The thrust faults were responsible for the uplifting and rapid sedimentation throughout the
surface to the subsurface. Further, the rapid sedimentation due to sediment loading was also
influenced by the non-gravitational impact due to compressional tectonics.
In this research, the effective horizontal and vertical stresses have been calculated based on
three stress regimes that were developed due to major compressive forces acting on the region
(Fig. 5). Hence, the previous literature helps to find that the study area consists of abnormal
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geo-pressured zones (Khan, 2017; Law et al., 1998). Moreover, the seismic interpretation and
the calculated effective horizontal and vertical stresses reveal that these stresses are responsible
for the generation of abnormal geo-pressured zones. To keep this in mind, these stresses are
considered as the major component in abnormal pore pressure generation in the area of interest.
During the 1st stress regime (Triassic to Eocene, σ3), the impact of effective horizontal stresses
was less than the effective vertical stresses (Fig. 5). This stress regime was responsible for the
development of Main Mantle Thrust (MMT) in the region. The study area is away from the
zone of MMT development (towards extreme north) which caused less impact of effective
horizontal stresses than the effective vertical stresses (Fig. 1). Though, the 2nd stress regime
(Miocene to Oligocene, σ2) and 3rd stress regime (Pleistocene to recent, σ1) experienced more
effective horizontal stresses (Fig. 5) due to the development of MBT and SRT, respectively. It
is interpreted that the 3rd stress regime caused the major impact on the generation of
compressional stresses as this regime developed in the study area (Fig. 1).

Figure 4. a) Base map of seismic lines, b) the uninterpreted CC’seismic line,c) the cross-section of CC'
seismic line having thrust faults dipping toward the north to south. The Chorlakai Fault (CF), Narai
Banda Fault (NBF), Shakardara Fault (SF), and Bab-e-Shakardara Fault (BSF) are the thrust faults
whereas two back thrust faults are dipping southward
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Figure 5. Effective vertical and horizontal stresses in a) Chanda Deep-01 and b) Chanda -02 well. The
1st stress regime (σ3) consists of high effective horizontal stresses than effective vertical stresses. The
2nd stress regime (σ2) and 3rd stress regime (σ1) experience more effective horizontal stresses due to the
development of MBT and SRT respectively. The 3rd stress regime causes a major impact on the
generation of compressional stresses as this regime is situated in the study area

Geo-Pressure Analysis
Abnormal Geo-Pressured Zones Identification
The physical features including the Normal Compaction Trend (NCT) line and the porosity
function have been used for the abnormal geo-pressured zones identification. For this purpose,
the NCT line was generated by using Eaton's sonic transit time (Fig. 6). Consequently, the zones
where the transit time is high experienced more compaction in both the wells. The NCT line
remained hydrostatic until the over or under-pressure zones influenced the line (Fig. 6). The
deviation of the NCT line in the over-pressure zones indicated the development of the abnormal
geo-pressure in the area. The top of the over-pressure zones has been identified from Miocene
to Oligocene (2nd stress regime) and Triassic to Eocene (1st stress regime) in both the wells.
Triassic to Eocene, the major abnormal geo-pressured zone was identified as this zone
experienced high over-pressure due to overburden formations and compressional tectonics (Fig.
6). The Pleistocene age (1st stress regime) has undergone less development of abnormal pore
pressure as it is near to the surface. The Chanda Deep-01 well has a top of under-compaction
from 7500 ft., in contrast, the Chanda-02 well has a top under compaction below 6850 ft. depth.
The top of over-pressure zones has been interpreted in different zones below this depth. In the
1st and 2nd stress regime, these abnormal pore pressure zones development were the result of
effective horizontal stresses. These stresses increased the tectonic activities and may be
responsible for the upward movement and trapping of fluid within the geological formations
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and caused the abnormal pore pressure. Generally, the porosity of the geological formations
decreases exponentially as it undergone more compaction from the surface towards depth. From
Pleistocene to recent, the porosity is constantly decreasing up to the depth of 6900 ft. in Chanda
Deep-01 well and 6400 ft. in Chanda-02 well (Fig. 7). The geo-pressure is considered to be
hydrostatic up to this depth. Contrarily, the porosity reversals below these depths (in the 1st and
2nd stress regime) reflected the abnormal geo-pressured zones (Fig. 7). It is assumed that these
regimes consist of porous zones that, were developed due to extreme tectonics and rapid
sedimentation. These zones accumulated and trapped the fluid within the geological formations
and caused the under-compaction.
Abnormal Geo-Pressure Estimation
The abnormal geo-pressured zones were estimated by generating overburden stress, pore
pressure and fracture pressure curves. In this study, we correlated all the curves with the three
tectonic regimes as discussed.

Figure 6. The NCT line a) in Chanda Deep-01 well, and b) in Chanda-02 well from sonic transit time
for the major overpressure zones identification. The top of under-compaction zones is identified in 2nd
stress regime to total depth in both the wells. The under-compaction and compressional tectonics are
responsible for the generation of overpressure zones in the 2nd and 3rd stress regime
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Figure 7. The porosity profile in a) Chanda Deep-1well and b) Chanda-02 well indicates the top of
under-compaction zones in the 2nd stress regime up to total depth in both the wells. The profile indicates
that the 1ststress regime consists of major abnormal pressure zones

The overburden pressure was calculated by extrapolating density values from both wells.
Subsequently, it is the combination of pressure in the matrix and pores of the rocks, so the
maximum overburden pressure was considered during the study. The overburden pressure is
constantly increasing with depth in both wells (Fig. 8). However, during the 1st stress regime
(Triassic to Eocene), the overburden pressure is fluctuating as these zones consist of the proven
hydrocarbon zones. Which exert the opposite force against the horizontal overburden rocks and
divert the effective vertical stresses. The maximum overburden pressure in this zone is 20217
psi with an average gradient of 1.11 in Chanda Deep-01 well. In contrast, it is 19770 psi with
an average gradient of 1.14 in Chanda-02 well. In the 2nd stress regime, the maximum
overburden pressure was 14815 psi and 13880 psi in both wells. Further, in the 3rd stress regime,
the maximum calculated overburden pressure in both wells was estimated as 8122 psi and 7243
psi (Table 1). The overburden pressure was triggered majorly due to compressional stresses,
thrust faulting and uplifting in the region. The calculated fracture pressure is indicated the
rupture strength of different zones (Fig. 8). It is suggested that during the well drilling, the mud
weight should be selected on the calculated values of the pore pressure and the fracture gradient.
The mud weight higher than the fracture gradient results in the rupture of the rock formations
and mud loss in the study area.
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Table 1. The calculated overburden pressure, fracture pressure and abnormal pore pressure in three
stress regimes by using Eaton Sonic method in Chanda Deep-01 and Chanda-02 well
Chanda Deep-01
Geological
Age (Mya)

Triassic Eocene
Early
MioceneOligocene
Pleistocene
-Recent

Overburden
Pressure
(avg. psi)
Max
Avg.
(psi)
G

Fracture
Pressure
(avg. psi)
Max
Avg
(psi)
.G

Chanda-02
Abnormal
Pore pressure
(avg. psi)
Max
Avg
(psi)
.G

Overburden
Pressure
(avg. psi)
Max
Avg
(psi)
.G

Max
(psi)

Avg.
G

Abnormal Pore
pressure (avg.
psi)
Max
Avg.
(psi)
G

Fracture pressure
(avg. psi)

20217

1.11

12695

0.6

10310

0.5

19770

1.14

16341

0.73

10938

0.5

14815

1.14

7936

0.6

9720

0.7

13880

1.15

11122

0.88

7937

0.6

8122

1.04

4478

0.5

5528

0.69

7243

0.45

5591

0.7

3982

0.4

Figure 8. The hydrostatic pressure (HP) Pore pressure (Pp), Fracture Gradient (FG), and Overburden
Pressure (OB) in a) Chanda Deep-1 and b) Chanda- 02 well. The abnormal geo-pressure generation is
observed below 2000 ft. in both wells

The fracture gradient varied due to the change in lithologies, pore pressure and porosities.
The 1st stress regime has major variations in lithologies due to which it experienced the
fluctuating fracture gradient. This lithological variation is the indication of the rapid
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sedimentation after the Indian-Eurasian plate collisions. The maximum fracture pressure in the
1st stress regime was 12695 psi (0.60 average fracture gradient) and 16341psi (0.73 average
fracture gradient) in Chanda Deep-01 and Chanda-02 well, respectively. The maximum fracture
pressure in the 2nd stress regime is 7936 psi (0.64 average fracture gradient) and 11122 psi (0.88
average fracture gradient). Conversely, the 3rd stress regime had maximum fracture pressure of
4478 psi (0.5 average fracture gradient) and 5591 psi (0.7 average fracture gradient). It is
observed that the fracture pressure gradient is high in the 2nd stress regime (Table 1). This is
due to the more compacted lithologies and has good thicknesses with no considerable variations
during their deposition (Fig. 8).
Whereas, the abnormal pore pressure (high or low pore pressure) has been estimated from
the near-surface, up to the depth of approximately 16000 ft on both the wells. The dominant
abnormal geo-pressured zones have been identified in 1st and 2nd stress regimes, which were
indicated from the extreme fluctuating pore pressure curve in these zones. The 1st stress regime
has both the over and under-pressure zones. In the upper part of this regime, the hydrostatic
pore pressure fluctuated below 14000 ft. depth. The maximum over pore pressure in this zone
is 10310 psi and 10938 psi in Chanda Deep-01 and Chanda-02 well, correspondingly. The
under-pressure zones in this regime also have the impact of extreme faulting.
The thrust faults due to tectonic impact may cause upward movement of trapped fluid within
the geological formations through faults and lowered fluid pressure in 1st stress regime. Further,
this regime consists of producing hydrocarbon reservoirs which might be another reason for
under-pressure zones. While, the 2nd stress regime consists of Miocene Murree and Kamlial
Formations which were deposited rapidly and trapped fluid in it and caused the abnormal overpressure zones in the area. The increase in pore pressure values as compared to the hydrostatic
pressure is the indication of the high-pressure zone in 2nd stress regime (Fig. 8). Moreover, the
presence of fluid could be explained by the fact that the tectonic activity due to effective
horizontal stresses charged the overlying formations. The reversal of the pressure regime could
be attributed to the upward movement of fluid through thrust faults. As these fluids remain in
the pore spaces of the formations are trapped and caused abnormal pore pressure zones with the
increased overburden pressure. In contrast, the 3rd stress experienced abnormal pore pressure at
depth of almost 2000 ft. in both wells due to the formation of Salt Range Thrust (SRT) fault in
the region (Fig. 1). The calculated fracture pressure may be used with the pore pressure
calculation to determine the safe range (upper limit) of mud weight during drilling.
The study helped to develop a relationship between different stress regimes and the impact
of tectonics on the generation of geo-pressured zones in the study area. It is ascertained that
the area has undergone through effective horizontal and vertical stresses. These stresses were
responsible for the extreme tectonic activities in the region and one of the main components of
the abnormal geo-pressure generation. It is suggested that while estimating the geo-pressure,
the tectonic impact of its generation should be addressed. Further, the high-density drilling fluid
and the increased mud weight should be used to control the abnormal geo-pressured zones in
the study area. The calculated fracture pressure may be used with the pore pressure calculation
to determine the safe range (upper limit) of mud weight during drilling. Moreover, the abnormal
geo-pressured zones might be treated separately to seal these thief zones (overpressure zones)
during drilling.
Conclusions
The following are the conclusions:
The interpreted seismic lines showed that the study area was extensively deformed having
thrust and back thrust faults. This deformation is majorly caused by the effective horizontal
stresses propagated from north to south, in response to the impact of the collision Eurasian-
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Indian plates. Further, it originates the tectonic activity, uplifting, rapid rate of deposition and
quick burial. The non-tectonic gravitational impact also caused rapid sedimentation as a result
of sediment loading due to thrust faulting. With the help of seismic interpretation and calculated
compressive stresses, it is concluded that the study area consists of abnormal geo-pressured
zones from near-surface to the total depth.
The NCT line and porosity function also indicate the existence of abnormal geo-pressured
zones, in which the 1st and 2nd stress regime consists of major effected zones.
The abnormal geo-pressured zones were indicated based on three different stress regimes acting
in different geological times. It is interpreted that the overburden pressure is constantly increasing
from the 3rd stress regime up to the 1st stress regime. Whereas, the fluctuation of the overburden
pressure during the 1st stress regime is due to the presence of hydrocarbons/fluids, which generated
the opposite force against the horizontal overburden formations. Though, the high geo-pressured
zones in Miocene Murree and Kamlial Formations are due to trapped fluid in them.
The fluctuating fracture gradient during the 1st stress regime was due to rapid sedimentation,
which results from the deposition of various lithological units from Triassic to Eocene. While,
the 2nd and 3rd stress regimes consist of more compacted lithologies with no considerable
variations during their deposition.
Overall, it is concluded that the 1st and 2nd stress regimes consist of dominant abnormal geopressure zones, which were indicated from the extreme fluctuating pore pressure curve in these
zones. Moreover, the over-pressure zones developed in the 2nd stress regimes are due to trapped
fluid and are considered as the major cause of severe drilling problems in the area. The 3rd stress
experienced abnormal pore pressure majorly due to the formation of the Salt Range Thrust
(SRT) fault in the region. It is recommended that the density of mud weight should be used
according to the variations of the pore pressure and fracture pressure profile (Fig.8) with depth
to maintain the wellbore stability in the future.
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